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Conclusions Scan To Learn More

Methodology: Field Trips and Documentation

Representative image of locations visited during the study

Introduction: The Hindu South India and Cambodia

• On-site documentation and analysis of temple architecture, sculptures, and inscriptions 
through photography, videography, and field notes with journals

• a

• Observations and informal interactions with local community members to gather insights 
on cultural practices and the contemporary significance of these sacred sites

Analysis and Discussions
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South Asia’s Sacred Temples: A Dive into the Ethno-Geographical and 
Transcultural Religious Exchange
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• Explore sacred temples across South India and 
Cambodia, focusing on their architectural, cultural, and 
spiritual significance
a

• Investigate historical Tamil-Khmer interactions and their 
impact on religious practices and temple architecture

• a

• Examine the spread of Hinduism from South India to 
Cambodia through trade, priesthood, and royal 
patronage

• a

• Analyze the ethno-geographical factors influencing 
temple design and religious rituals in both regions

• a

• Highlight the transcultural religious exchange, 
exemplified by Angkor Wat's Hindu origins and 
Dravidian architectural influences

• Assess the lasting impact of these sacred sites on local 
communities and regional cultural identity

• The architectural and cultural exchanges between South India and Cambodia reveal a 
rich tapestry of shared religious and artistic traditions.
a

• The influence of the Chola and Pallava dynasty facilitated the spread of Hinduism and 
Dravidian architectural styles to the Khmer Empire.
a

• Visual documentation highlights the enduring impact of these sacred sites on cultural 
identity and religious practices in both regions.
a

• These temples continue to serve as vital cultural and spiritual centers, preserving 
ancient traditions while adapting to contemporary contexts.

• a

• Architectural Details: The intricate carvings on South Indian 
temples, such as those at Brihadeshwara, parallel the bas-
reliefs of Angkor Wat, indicating shared artistic influences.
a

• Cultural Integration: Visual motifs like the Nataraja (dancing 
Shiva) found in both regions highlight the integration of Hindu 
iconography into Khmer art. Hinduism was introduced after 
matrimony between Tamil priest and a Khmer princess.
a

• Historical Exchange: The presence of gopuram-style towers in 
Cambodian temples suggests the influence of Dravidian 
architectural techniques, likely spread through historical trade 
routes of Chola and Pallava. 

• a

• Geographical Adaptations: The use of local sandstone in 
Angkor Wat and granite in South Indian temples reflects 
adaptation to available materials, impacting architectural styles.

• a

• Transcultural Synthesis: Angkor Wat's blend of Hindu and 
Buddhist elements showcases a dynamic cultural exchange, 
with Hindu deities depicted alongside Buddhist iconography.

• a

• Community Significance: These temples continue to serve as 
cultural and spiritual hubs, preserving ancient rituals and 
fostering community identity in Southern India but it’s not 
prevalent in Cambodia anymore with an unclear mixed religion.

• Field trips included over 100 locations across Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
and Kerala in Southern India and about 15 locations near Siem Reap in Cambodia
a

• Plans to create a full-length documentary on different temples and their details. I had 
the opportunity to travel further in Northern Indian Temples this summer, which I have 
documented separately as well.

• a

Trailer: Planned Documentary     Indianization of SE Asia         On Indo-Khmer Historya
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